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Light," Antidotium contra Tyrannidem Peccati, Gaudeamus Igitur, Integer 
Vitae, Lawiger Horatius, "Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star," "Northwestern 
University Hymn" (with music), Nonne Dormis (a round for four voices, with 
music). 

F. J. Miller 
The University of Chicago 



The Dream in Homer and Greek Tragedy. By William Stewart 
Messek, Ph.D. New York: Columbia University Press. 
Pp. 105. $1.25 net. 
In view of the number of dreams scattered through classical literature 
and of the striking function which they often fulfil in the economy of the plot, 
it seems strange that we have hitherto had no comprehensive study of them as 
artistic devices, used with varying success and in various ways by many writers. 
Like the deus ex machina, anagnorisis, divination, and many other motifs, 
for the most part introduced into literature as early as Homer, the dream has 
had a long, artistic career, which has at last found a critic and historian. In 
this essay we have but the first instalment of a larger work; for the author 
hopes to publish soon other studies on the dream, not only in its literary, but 
also in its non-literary, aspects. Here he deals with the dream solely "as an 
originating cause or directing principle of the action in poem or play. " Begin- 
ning with the dream sent by Zeus in Iliad B — which seems in a way the father 
of dreams in classical literature — he takes up in turn the important dreams 
in Epos and Tragedy, discusses their character, and defines the part they 
play in the movement of the plot. For the present he refuses to be led astray 
into the discussion of psychological, philosophical, or other theories of dreams. 
Matters of this sort he relegates to footnotes, in several of which are outlined 
discussions which arouse a lively interest in the future investigations which are 
promised. It is to be hoped that these further studies may appear at an early 
date and that they may all be as clear and sane as this essay. 

H. C. F. Smith 
Amherst College 

The Greek Tradition. Essays in the Reconstruction of Ancient 
Thought. By J. A. K. Thomson. New York: The Mac- 
millan Co., n.d. (1915). i2mo, pp. xiv+248. 
Professor Gilbert Murray, in an introductory note to this volume, mentions 
a reviewer of Mr. Thomson's earlier Studies in the Odyssey, "who, after four 
lines of earnest misdescription, concluded by expressing his grief that any 
university had published such a book. " The Britons are used, if not hardened, 
to the irresponsible vagaries of a governmental censor of plays (we have just 
been reading again Christopher North's amusing account of that official 
in his ancient day). Evidently the reviewer aforesaid would like to see estab- 
lished in the scholastic field a similar infallible autocrat to lead erring delegates 



